PROGRESS   OR   RETROGRESSION?

the body politic, will create a real bond between Kurds and
Arabs, and provide adequate protection to all minorities within
the State.

If the past progress of 'Iraq has been a matter of concern to
a wider group than merely die people of clraq, so also is the
problem of its future. The first of the mandated territories to
achieve the right 'to stand alone' as contemplated by the drafter
of the League of Nations Covenant, elraq, the model Mandate,
has been the object of special interest to believers in the mandate
system, to whom its future will bring additional proof of the
success or failure of the Mandate idea. 'Iraq's progress, fol-
lowed in the past as providing confirmation or refutation of
Great Britain's assurances that she had fulfilled the obligations
laid on her as Mandatary, will furnish new evidence concerning
Great Britain's trusteeship. To the Arab Nationalists in Syria
and Lebanon, whose demands for independence have been both
stimulated and assisted by 'Iraq's achievements, Iraq's future
will either provide new arguments for treaty revision or supply
France with reasons for resisting Nationalist demands. Of even
greater importance will be the effect of the future on the welfare
of the "Iraqis themselves: Kurds and Arabs; townsmen and
tribesmen; fallahin and landowners; and Muslims, Jews and
Christians.

The future is not without its dark aspects, but if the new
regime can provide stability with a much needed discipline, if
it will be motivated by foresighted and courageous statesman-
ship, and if the people of 'Iraq can and will devote themselves
to the tasks which lie before them with the same energy which
they expended in achieving independence, the position of'Iraq
among the progressive states may yet be assured.
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